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The Invitation Still Stands 
Matthew 22:1–14 
Theme: God keeps inviting, even when we ignore Him. Outreach is extending that same 
invitation to those the world forgets. 

Scripture Summary 

Jesus tells a parable about a king who throws a wedding banquet for his son. The invited guests 
refuse to come, some even mistreating the messengers. The king does not cancel the feast but 
widens the invitation to anyone—good and bad alike—until the hall is full. Yet one guest refuses 
to wear the wedding garment provided, dishonoring the host, and is cast out. 

Key Points from the Sermon 

God’s Invitation Is Persistent 
The banquet represents the kingdom of God. The king’s repeated invitations show God’s 
prevenient grace—His relentless call to people throughout history. Even when ignored or 
rejected, God keeps inviting. 

Grace Is Radically Inclusive 
The hall is filled with people from the streets, both “good and bad.” God’s love breaks social 
barriers. No one is too far gone, too broken, or too ordinary. The invitation is for all. 

Grace Is Also Transformative 
The wedding garment symbolizes being clothed in Christ. God welcomes us as we are, but He 
does not leave us as we are. To accept the invitation is to accept the transformation. 

Outreach Is Our Calling 
The king sends servants to carry the invitation. Today, we are those servants. Outreach is not 
optional—it’s our way of joining God’s mission to fill the hall. 

Wesleyan Perspective 

John Wesley believed God’s grace goes before us, awakening us to His love. He preached 
outdoors and in unlikely places because he knew God’s invitation was already at work in every 
heart. Wesley said, “The world is my parish.” That’s still true for us today. 

Reflection Questions 

• Have I ever ignored God’s invitation because I was “too busy”? 
• Where do I need to stop making excuses and come to the banquet of grace? 
• Am I willing to let Christ clothe me in His righteousness, even if it means change? 
• Who in my community feels forgotten or unworthy—and how can I extend God’s 

invitation to them? 
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Modern Application 

• Personally: Stop wondering if you’re worthy. The invitation is an act of grace. 
• Communally: Outreach is not filling pews but filling God’s banquet hall. Extend the 

invitation to neighbors, co-workers, the overlooked, and the forgotten. 
• Spiritually: Wear the garment of Christ. Let grace transform your words, your actions, 

your relationships. 

Love That Invites, Freedom That Chooses 

Some may hear this parable and question God’s love—“If He’s so gracious, why are people 
excluded from the banquet?” But the story itself answers this: exclusion is never God’s choice. 
The invitation is freely given (Isaiah 55:1–2), persistently repeated (2 Peter 3:9), and widened to 
include those considered unworthy (Luke 14:21–23). The banquet is ready, the garment is 
provided, and the doors are open (Revelation 19:7–9). The only way to miss it is to refuse the 
gift. This isn’t about an angry God pushing people out; it’s about a loving God who respects 
human freedom (Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15). A forced invitation would not be love. True 
love offers, calls, and makes room—but it also allows a person to say no. In this way, the parable 
defends the justice and mercy of God: He wants His house full (John 3:16–17; 1 Timothy 2:3–4), 
but He will not strip us of the dignity of choice. 

Call to Action 

This week, carry God’s invitation with you. Invite someone to the table—through a conversation, 
a meal, a prayer, or a simple word of welcome. Don’t assume people know they are invited. Tell 
them. 

Closing Thought 

The invitation still stands. God’s grace keeps reaching. His mercy keeps calling. His love keeps 
making room. Don’t miss the banquet—and don’t forget to invite someone else. 

Prayer 
Gracious God, thank You for never giving up on us. Thank You for inviting us again and again, 
and for clothing us in Christ. Make us faithful servants who extend Your invitation to those the 
world forgets. Fill Your house with joy. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 


	The Invitation Still Stands
	Scripture Summary
	Key Points from the Sermon
	Wesleyan Perspective
	Reflection Questions
	Modern Application
	Love That Invites, Freedom That Chooses
	Call to Action
	Closing Thought


